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Books: Recommended Reading
Hemingway's love of cats revealed
By Jay Macdonald
special To The News-press 
Originally posted on April 23, 2006
[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.png]


RELATED NEWS ON THE WEB
Latest headlines by topic:
• Journalism
• Ernest Hemingway
• Vocal
Powered by Topix.net


DELIVERING YOUR WORLD
[image: image5]

 HYPERLINK "https://ssl1.gmti.com/swfla/icon/index2.htm" Subscribe to The News-Press
[image: image6]

 HYPERLINK "http://www.news-press.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=REGISTER01&ForceUserreg=1" Signup for breaking or daily email news
[image: image7]

 HYPERLINK "http://www.news-press.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060423/ENT19/604230354/1070&template=printart&template=printart" Printer friendly version
[image: image8]

 HYPERLINK "http://www.news-press.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060423/ENT19/604230354/1070&template=printart" \l "EA" Email this article


[image: image9]
[image: image10]
[image: image11.png]






Special to news-press.com
Carlene Brennen, author of "Hemingway's Cats," with Charlie. 

In Carlene Brennen's view, if you want to know the real Ernest Hemingway, you must look beyond the numerous wives, the fondness for drink and the African safaris to a truth far more fundamental and revealing: his passion for cats.

Previously, this was no easy task. After all, with the exception of the famed six-toed descendants that stir the humid air at the author's home on Whitehead Street in Key West, there is little evidence today that Papa was particularly fond of what he called "purr factories."

But Brennen, a Fort Myers journalist and lifelong Hemingway aficionado, has corrected history's oversight with "Hemingway's Cats" (Pineapple Press, $21.95), a loving look at the soft underbelly of the macho man of American letters. 

"It's been a true labor of love. I always wanted to be able to show this side of him that his close friends and family already knew," Brennen says.

Though she never met him, Brennen felt a profound connection with Hemingway as a teen when her parents gave her a copy of "The Old Man and the Sea." 

"I was an avid fisherman as a kid and I was just so blown away by the writing," she recalls. "Here was a man who understood the sea, understood the fish. I felt the book was really poetic. I was so fascinated by somebody who could write so beautifully about the sea."

Years later, after working as an editor and publisher for such publications as the Beach Bulletin, the Islander and the Breeze, Brennen coordinated the International Hemingway Festival on Sanibel from 1997-99. Cape Coral author Hilary Hemingway, Ernest's niece, then invited Brennen along on numerous trips to Finca Vigia, Hemingway's Cuban estate, where Papa had 57 cats in all. 

"His wife Mary said he knew every one by name," says Brennen. "He didn't just have cats; he really identified with every cat."

There is something for cat fanciers and Hemingway scholars alike in this detailed account of the animals that filled the author's leisure hours and had a sneaky way of tiptoeing into his fiction. You may not recognize the names of F. Puss, Boise, Princessa, Wax Puppy or the beloved Black Dog at first light, but you'll know and love them by the end of this handsome black-coffee table book. 

Scholars in search of images that supported the larger-than-life Hemingway myth had overlooked many of the vintage photos that Brennen unearthed in the Hemingway archive at the Kennedy Library in Boston.

"A lot of the photographs in this book were family photographs that were only 2-by-2 inches and needed to be restored," she says. "As a result, I was able to use photos that a lot of people just ignored because of their size and condition." 

Brennen even speculates that the deaths less than a year apart of Hemingway's two constant companions — Boise, a Cuban black-and-white short-haired immortalized in "Islands in the Stream"; and Black Dog — may have hastened the author's suicide.

"He lost his dearest cat friend that slept on his chest every night and the dog that was always by his side," she says. "He was still healing from injuries from two airplane crashes and was in a kind of downward spiral during the last five years of his life." 
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