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Former Beach resident and author Carlene Brennen plans a book signing party to celebrate the recent release of her new book “Hemingway’s Cats An Illustrated Biography.”

The festive event is scheduled for Saturday, April 8 at Bonita Bill’s.

Her new book, recently reviewed in People magazine, is a collection of pictures, personal letters and excerpts from Ernest Hemingway novels, all illustrating his love for animals, especially cats.

“It’s the first book ever to show the sensitive side of Hemingway,” said Brennen.

“There was such a loving, gentle and caring side to him that most people are unaware of,” she added.

The book is for both cat lovers and Hemingway fans, spanning from Hemingway’s childhood to his suicide, at which time he had 57 cats at his residence in Cuba, all of which he knew by name.

Scholar

Brennen is a Hemingway scholar and has been doing research on the author for more than 30 years.

She became inspired by Hemingway when she received “The Old Man and the Sea” as a gift from her parents during her late teenage years.

“I loved to fish as a child and the book meant a great deal to me, finding an author that not only understood the sea, but was a naturalist as well,” said Brennen.

“I was so fascinated by the man, I began to read everything he wrote,” she added.

She began researching Hemingway soon afterward and has since traveled to many of the locations of his former residences, including Paris, Toronto and Key West. Plus, she took four trips to Cuba, where she did much of her research for this book.

Hemingway’s residence in Cuba was where he had most of his cats, the majority of which were adopted strays, said Brennen.

Beach roots

Brennen’s parents, Bill and Glenda Semmer, moved to Fort Myers Beach in the mid 1960s, Brennen followed shortly after.

Her family was full of animal lovers, including her sisters Lorraine, Joanne and Betty, who all grew up on the beach. Her brother, Bill Semmer, moved to Fort Myers Beach as well after being discharged from military service.

“We always owned cats,” said Brennen.

Brennen lived on the beach for seven years and built her first house on Dundee Road.

Her first job was with the Mad Shopper, for which she wrote a column called “The Barefoot News” along with other features.

In 1969, Brennen joined the staff of The Beach Bulletin, where she worked as a reporter, photographer and columnist. She also delivered papers and worked as a sales person on weekends.

In 1974, she published the first issue of the Sanibel-Captiva Shopper’s Guide, which she owned for 20 years before eventually retiring to write books on Hemingway.

Brennen lived on Sanibel Island for 14 years before relocating to her current residence in Iona – where she lives with her husband, Terry, and her daughter Shamie Kelly, who typed the manuscript for the book. “She’s been a tremendous help,” said Brennen of her daughter. Brennen’s house is filled with animals, including six cats and two dogs.

“When writing my books, the animals give me ‘valuable aid,’ ” she said, quoting Hemingway.

